Dear East Pointe United Methodist Church members and friends,

Grace and peace to you.  It is an honor to accept Bishop Keaton’s appointment to serve with you for these upcoming six months.  Allow me to introduce myself with a brief personal and professional history.  I was born in Detroit.  Before my 10th birthday we moved to Algonac where I graduated from High School, and my parents remained until their passing. 

 My college and married life was centered in Ypsilanti.  I have two daughters and a son.  Tiffany is the oldest daughter and Tamara is the second child.  They now both live in Kentucky.  Tiffany and her husband have four adult sons – three married, and two grandsons of their own (my great-grands).  Tamara and her husband have two daughters, one newly married.  My son lives in Ft. Gratiot (north of Port Huron).  He and his wife have a two-year-old son.  It is my privelege to help with the childcare for him each Friday during the school year.

I graduated from Eastern Michigan University with a Bachelors Degree in Art Education, but never taught formally, using my skill toward being a Domestic Engineer.  My seminary education was from Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky.  From seminary I accepted a one year Chaplaincy Internship at Bronson Methodist Hospital in Kalamazoo.  Two other brief positions include Administrative Assistant and Assistant Cook at the Judson Collins Camp for a summer and Program Director at Portage First U.M.C. for two years.

While at Bronson circumstances shifted my membership from the Detroit Conference to the West Michigan Conference of the United Methodist Church.  As a member of the West Michigan Conference I have served four appointments, West Mendon U.M.C., the Mancelona and Alba U.M.C.s (two point charge), St. Johns First U.M.C., and the Perry and Shaftsburg U.M.C.s (two point charge).  I retired two years earlier than originally planned, to care for my elderly mother who passed away Dec. 27, 2010.

It is my belief that we are in ministry from the moment of our baptism.  Even in high school I was the chaplain in our Mariner Scout troop and active in M.Y.F.  In college, ministy meant the Wesley Foundation and deputation teams.  Some of my accomplishments and experiences during my appointive ministry: five units of Clinical Pastoral Education, a debt free handicap access to the West Mendon U.M.C., starting of a parish nurse program at the same church, work with the Boy Scouts and the Civil Air Patrol, work as a camp counselor and camp dean, led confirmation classes and youth groups, Disciple trained, work with Respite of Shiawassee County and various community service agencies.

While it is presently my hope to commute from my home in Port Huron, please know I am your pastor and servant 24/7.  I look forward to being in ministry with you beginning Sunday, January 15th and/or over the next six months.

In Christ’s service,

Rev. Carolyn Cordray-Floyd – “Pastor Carol”

P.S. My son crewed on Chippewa – first place winner in the 2011 Bayview Mackinac Race – proud bragging rights for mom (    
